








Divorce or separation affects one in three

More than 20 million people in the UK
are affected in some way by divorce

or separation, according to research
carried out by the charity, the Centre for
Separated Families.

One in three people surveyed said that
either their parents had separated or
they themselves had separated from a
partner with whom they had had children.
Of those affected, only 33% had received
professional advice, usually from a
solicitor.

More than 50% said there was a lack of
attention to the needs of non-resident
parents in caring for their children. Karen
Woodall, Director of the Centre for
Separated Families and co-author of
Putting Children First, said: “Increasingly,
children continue to have contact with
both parents. If this is handled well,

then the outcome for children improves
significantly. Where there is ongoing
conflict, children can be damaged.

“We want to see services that really
engage and support all parents

in providing what children need in
order for them to realise their full

potential.” There’s no doubt that divorce
and separation can be one of the most
stressful experiences most people ever
have to face. As well as the emotional
trauma there can be a host of other
issues to cope with such as reaching
financial settlements and dealing with
custody of the children.

No one should have to deal with these
issues alone so it is important to get
legal advice to ensure everything can
go as smoothly as possible in what are
often very trying circumstances. There
are several legal safeguards to protect

everyone’s interests but often the best
approach is to use mediation. That way
issues can be resolved amicably to the
benefit of all concerned, particularly the
children who can sometimes be hurt and
confused if their parents become locked
in conflict.

A trained mediator can often help
couples overcome disagreements over
such things as access to the children etc.

Please contact us if you would like more
information about mediation or any
aspect of family law.

Hospital negligence led to young mother’s death

The High Court has ruled that a
20-year-old mother died because a
hospital failed to admit her and treat
her with the medication that could have
saved her life.

David Carter claimed that his wife died
as a result of negligence by Basildon
Hospital, part of the Basildon & Thurrock
University Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust.

The court heard that his wife Elaine
had given birth and then returned home
the following day. Their newborn baby

was in a special care unit so Mrs Carter
returned to the hospital over the next
few days. Six days after giving birth, she
complained during a post natal check-up
that she was suffering from headaches
in the mornings. Despite this she was
allowed to leave the hospital.

Mrs Carter died the following day of
cerebral venous sinus thrombosis. She
left two sons, newly born Bradley and
Jamie who was nearly three at the time.

The Trust admitted a breach of duty in
not admitting Mrs Carter but argued that

nothing could have been done to prevent
her death and so the negligence made
no difference.

However, the High Court ruled that if
Mrs Carter had been admitted following
the check-up and received treatment
then, on the balance of probabilities, she
would not have died. It was the failure to
provide treatment that caused her death.

Mr Carter is seeking damages on behalf
of himself and his two sons. There will
now be further discussions to decide on
the level of compensation.
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